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Bow Valley Parkway: Parks 
Canada Puts Wildlife Ahead of 
Commercial Interests
 In a bold decision, Parks Canada 
announced in December 2011 that it will be 
implementing seasonal travel restrictions 
on Highway 1A, the Bow Valley Parkway, 
between Banff and Johnston Canyon. The 
traffic ban on the 17-kilometre stretch of 
highway will begin in 2013 and will apply 
from 8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. between March 
1 and June 25 each year. AWA congratulates 
Parks Canada for putting the interests of 
wildlife first on this section of highway.
 The importance of this stretch of 
highway for wildlife was described by 
Kevin Van Tighem, then-Superintendent 
of Banff National Park, in a February 2011 
article in the Rocky Mountain Outlook. “In 
early spring, as the sun warms south-facing 
slopes and montane meadows, the eastern 
half of the parkway becomes particularly 
important to wildlife,” wrote Van Tighem. 
“Winter-weakened elk, deer and bighorn 
sheep fatten on the new greenery before 
giving birth to another crop of offspring. 
Wolves return, cautiously, to denning areas 
to raise new pups. Grizzly and black bears 
escape the snowy high country to forage 
along the roadside and on nearby slopes.”
 Past travel restrictions on this section 
of highway have been entirely voluntary 
and thus poorly observed. So, in 2010, 
a multi-stakeholder working group 
including scientists, businesses, and 
environmentalists, was established to pull 
together recommendations for how to 
improve on these voluntary restrictions. 
 Jim Pissot represented AWA on the 
working group and is delighted that the 
group’s recommendations were adopted. 
“This is very, very good news,” says Pissot. 
“Parks have been wrestling with this issue 
for fifteen years. But now they have taken 
the necessary measures to improve habitat 
security and enhance visitor experience and 
that is great news.”
 Opposition to the travel restrictions 
came from some local businesses and 
business associations, which saw any new 
restrictions as having a negative impact 
on their operations. But other businesses, 
such as the Business Group of Professional 
Photographers and Videographers in the 
Bow Valley, saw things differently. While 
recognizing that any road closure would 
“have a severe, long-standing effect on 
our businesses,” the group still strongly 
supported the seasonal closure. “For those 

businesses that are affected, like our own, 
we feel that this is something that needs 
to be done to protect the integrity of the 
centerpiece of Canada’s premier World 
Heritage Site.”  
 The travel restrictions are by no means 
perfect; they represent a compromise 
solution. AWA would have liked to have 
seen the travel restriction extended later 
in the morning. We also believe there 
is certainly a need for similar travel 
restrictions in the fall. And AWA is 
hopeful that the delay in implementing 
the restrictions – until March 2013 – will 
not leave the door open to backtracking on 
these commitments.
 As Kevin Van Tighem put it back in 
February 2011: “Giving animals peace and 
security when, and where, they most need 
it is how Banff keeps its promise to the 
world: that this national park will always 
have ecological integrity.”   
      
                  - Nigel Douglas

If I Had a Billion Dollars…
 The Kakwa region lies just north 
of Willmore Wilderness area where 
mountainous terrain and alpine meadows 
form the most northerly portion of the Rocky 
Mountains in Alberta. The area provides 
habitat for many flora and fauna; mammals, 
rodents, songbirds, wildflowers, lichens, 
and insects can be observed throughout the 
year. The area is an important migration 
corridor for the endangered woodland 
caribou and threatened mammal species 
such as the grizzly bear and wolverine. 
These species call Kakwa home because 
it offers them what they require – large 
tracts of intact habitat free from industrial 
activity. Its many streams and waterways 
contain bull trout, grayling and mountain 
whitefish, all designated as vulnerable 
species in Alberta. 
 Of particular ecological significance, 
the alpine environment of Caw Ridge lies 
within the southernmost portion of Kakwa. 
Caw Ridge is noted as being one of the six 
remaining unprotected biological hotspots 
in the Rocky Mountain region and is home 
to Alberta’s largest herd of mountain goats. 
In light of this long list of attributes, AWA 
has had a long-standing interest in these 
wilderness areas and has advocated for the 
Kakwa’s formal protection and preservation 
since the 1960s.
 Though it may sound as if this area is a 
refuge for Alberta’s wildlife the Kakwa also 

is home to significant levels of industrial 
development. Coal leases formerly held by 
Alberta-based Grande Cache Coal (GCC) 
cover more than 22,000 hectares in the 
Smoky River coal field of north-western 
Alberta, directly adjacent to the Kakwa 
wilderness area. Recently, GCC was 
bought for $1 billion “in cash” by China’s 
Winsway Coking Coal Holdings Ltd. and 
Japan’s Marubeni Corporation. 
 Though this language may evoke 
imagery of a black suitcase being covertly 
exchanged in a dark alley AWA feels this 
ownership change presents an opportunity 
to reevaluate the major anthropogenic 
disturbance which that accompanies 
coal extraction. AWA has repeatedly 
requested that the Alberta government 
conduct a transparent public inquiry into 
the cumulative effects of coal mining and 
other resource extraction activities upon 
this sensitive region and would welcome 
legislative protection for Caw Ridge from 
any further development and degradation. 
Despite the fact there has been mining 
in this coal field for over 40 years, a 
cumulative impacts assessment of this 
region has never been completed. Now 
seems like an especially fitting moment to 
reflect upon the significance and value, both 
ecological and economic, of the sensitive 
areas adjacent to such highly destructive 
industrial development.  
      
             - Madeline Wilson

Southern Foothills Community 
Stewardship Initiative
 Alberta’s southern foothills are a special 
landscape. A transition zone between the 
awe inspiring Rocky Mountains and the 
seemingly endless rolling prairies, the 
foothills support an extraordinary diversity 
of habitats from cool dark forests to broad 
open grasslands, to secretive, winding 
river valleys. And the people who call 
this spectacular area home are very clear 
about exactly what they value about this 
landscape and how it should be managed 
to protect and sustain these values.
 The local passion for the southern 
foothills landscape was once again 
underlined with the recent publication of 
the results from the Southern Foothills 
Community Stewardship Initiative (SFCSI), 
a year-long grassroots initiative led by the 
Pekisko Group and the Chinook Institute 
for Community Stewardship. The report, 
Values and Voices: Stewardship Priorities 
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